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Craze for Feathered Gowns Booms Ostrich Farmin;
If
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TAME OSTRICHES RADy or PLUCKING ON A

FLORIDA FAR- M- )vNPcmr(oAtNot

Growth of the Enterprise in America Marks
One of tlie Most Remarkable Phases

of Plume Raising Industry
Paris recently wan

FASHIONABLW now sensation when
Mllo, Mlstlngnct, stage beauty nnd

pioneer of original nnd startling tnortcn, ap-

peared nt tho Casino Thoatro wearing a

wonderful befeathcred gown, Slie also wore

a towering ostrich feathered toque and car.
rleri a gorgeous feathered fan to match.

I'arlH pronounced tho befeathcred costurao
very chic, and what tho gay French capital
likes In tho way of fashion for milady
iiHiially sooner or later bocomes tho world's
vogue. So the women pf France aro now
bedecking themselves with ostrich 'plumes
nnd the fashion In rapidly spreading all
over tho world.

With the ostrich feather once more re-

stored to favor thore already has beon a
oeclded boom for the Amorlcan capital In-

vested in one of tho most unusual Indus-
tries, that of ostrich farming. The ostrich
Industry within a spaco of a llttlo moro than
half a- century has beon extended from the
orlRlnul homo of the most gigantic of birds,
the wilds of Africa, to other countries hav-
ing a miltablo climate. But of additional
Interest to Amorlcans Is tho fact that, the
United States within rocent years has
gradually becomo a rival In tho Industry to
British, French and Gorman Africa,

Million in Imported Feathers.-Th-

tmportn of ostrich feathers Into this
country alono slnco 1900 have aggregated
nearly $60,000,000 and wero Immediately
prior to tho war running nt about $6,000,000
per "annum. In tho closing years of tho
war tho Imports dropped to nbout one-tont- h

of that value, but In vlow of tho most rocent
decrco of Damo Fashion thoy aro again
rapidly on the ascent In fact,, during tho
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cran grana opera ariisu this aean oi oary'
tones Uvea in Now York and enjoys

opportunity ho gets to talk on his favorite
Hubjcct.
'A gonial faco appeared at tho door of his

studio the other day wreathed tho smllo
that has won him so many friends over tho
world, nnd making his visitor welcome In his
resonant tones Tagliapietra said: "This is
the first and last tlmo I will trouble you to
pronouice tho whole of my name. Thero
seems to bo no time for it in America, and
very early In" my forty-fiv- e years residence
in your wonderful country it was reduced to

for thoso who know me, and Tag it has
remained."

With preconceived Ideas of how a veteran
ought to appoar this ono is disappointing to
a youthful degree JTho powerful physique,
easy movements, keen Intellect nnd wonder-
ful volco unlto in denial of tho years ac-

credited to him. When he was asked what
was tho secret of his robust health ho re-
plied: "To tho full cultivation of my lungs.

"In early youth a Venctlnn doctor tho
district of my birth prophesied would leavo
this world by tho gato denominated "Tuberu
culosls" Tho idea not to me, I ap-

plied myself patiently to tho training of that
vital and greatly neglected division of human

Vocal Exercise Is Good for All.
"I never of tho forcible physical

training In with athlete?; too often
seeing tho muscles and bleeps strengthen at
tho expense of weakening the heart and

with early death or invalidism result
ing, but working steadily at tho vocal ex- -

fattending school, graduating at Venice
Technicals, later' at of Padua
as a naval architect, and, Incidentally, at
this period of my down a ropo
from window of college to Join Gara-bal- dl

In 1866, and later being threo years In
Italian army.

"Through it all I never neglected my
prescribed courso of lung training, and" If
eViery ono would follow my oxample
they would Insure healthy development
of the body, togethor with speaking
singing voice, as Nature Intended, which
condition nine out of ten is merely
thwarted by pure neglect."

Asked if such training havo tho ten-dun-

to prolong llfo slngor replied: "I
do hesitate to say numbor of years can
be added lo average by fully culti-
vating lungs. What is llfo breath?'

"Following my simple Instructions, asthma
and. Its frruesnmn rnlntlnnc, tv'mtM Ka hnn.
iKhMl, and I can Illustrate with no better

fiscal year of 1920 the value of tho ostrich
feathers Imported won $2,600,000, against n
little more than $600,000 In 1917 nnd $760,000
In 1918, With thin advance In demand and
prioo tho valuo of the 10,000 ostriches In the
United States has correspondingly Increased
and now runs up into millions of dollars,

Africa and Southern Asia were apparently
tho original homo of tho bird, but ho Is
now found wild In only tho little frequented
sections of Central Africa. The easo with
which ho could bo domesticated, howevor, led
to tho establishment of large ostrich farms
In British, Fronoh and German Africa in
the nocond half of nineteenth century,

.and their successes soon led to similar ex-

periments in tho United States and later in
Australia and Argentina,

The first efforts to domestlcato these
birds, renowned for speed as well as beauti-
ful plumes, made In South Africa about
1804. It not prove successful until three
years later, but within tho next twenty years

Industry had grown to such proportions
that $10,000,000 had been Invested In It, from
which annual Income exceeded $6,000,
000, From 164,880 tame birds in South Af-ri-

In 1801, tho number rone until It reached
367,070 In 1004,

Ottricb Farms In America.
In 1882 the United Btates determined to

take a hand in the profitable game of ostrich
raising, and In that year New York city
wan excited over arrival of twonty-tw- o

specimens, which woro imported from Capo
Town. From Nqw York city they were
Bhlpped to California, and now tho business
of ostrloh farming Is successfully carried on

only In that State but in Aritona,
Arkansas, Jforth Carolina and Florida.

South African interests at first looked
nsknnco at the action of the United Btates
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through on attack of tho 'flu' last winter so
eevero it wopld havo carried off an ordinary
individual, you can seo thero aro no ill
traces left, and I can, with the same ease as
ever, cover vocal exercises of sixteen
'Mrs of music with ono breath. Try it," he
added, "for yourself."

Then Inquired vigorously:
"Have you stopped to consldor that breath-ir- g

means continuous labor, that we must
work every second to koop alive, pumping

air in and out llko bellows of an
'organ?

"But the work Is terribly neglocted, and
o.sltlng myself wlioro tho causo of this
neglect I conclude It is with the Govern-
ment, which Imposes a on ovorythlng
else, but having .omitted lungs, tho public
regards them as a cheap article and passes
them over,"

Reminded ho was moro In public mind
as a singer than a trainer Of lungs, Tagllo-plotr- a

Inquired: "Well, what is tho first
requlslto of a singer but lungs?"

Train the Lungs for Speaking and Singing

"Every ono born should train thclr lungs
fiom to the oldest, and, un-llk- o

most things that aro good for ono, It is
a pleasant occupation, consisting of certain
vocal exercises, preforably With piano

and resulting In many ad-
vantages. It perfects tho musical ear,

tho chest makes
speaking voloe swcot, resonant, flexible and
correct."

And singing voice?
"Thero is a close connection, bu.t there are

many persons who deslro to take singing
lessons, without if they havo a
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"Thero is much charlatanism among vocal
tcachors who bring the flno profession into
111 repute Thore aro many who do not know
tho A B C of the human volco, but impress
tho Ignorant amateurs by teaching them a
few Blmplo songs, parrot-lik- e, which will be
the limit of their vocal career.

"The best teacher' is he or she who, hav-
ing acquired experienco and success on the
stage before that great master, tho public,
knows how to locate tho tones of tho voice
and to illustrate how to produoo thoso tones
in tho perfect, suro and dependable way."

In regard to a method to be adopted, the
old singer said:

"Thero is no method In singing. Do the
birds havo a rnothod? Tot oven a Tetraalnl
can scarce compete with a llttlo, yellow ca-
nary In full trill.

"There are some professors, who, finding
It required by their public, advertise a par-
ticular method. Randegger, who taught halftxaiple than myself, for after coming London to sing, would the pupil to
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and sought to prevont It by tho
exportation of ostriches or their eggs. How-
ever, tho original twonty-tw- o birds multiplied
so rapidly that the census of 1010 showed
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gravely tho formally receiving pupils, through .parents

servant entered with golden spoon, with
which ho would tho tongue, say-
ing, 'Sing "Ah." If succeeded he would
observe, 'Vory .Indeed, I nm suro you
will a great career.' No ono exactly
defined It, but this wan spoken as 'tho

method.'

6,861 In tho United Stated, with a
of In 1918 tho number

was estimated at 8,000, and at tho
time probably has reached 10,000 or 12,000,

lato nrtor nnd aro byvuttu
o'r

of

a process of punching, squoozlng and pound
ing them, which, ho explained, mado tho
circulation lively and Imparted warmth to
the volco

would Insert wooden sticks in
each side of tho pupil's mouth and on, up
to tho present pra. when thoso who havo
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slnco tho Industry has been even
Into other States than thoso men-
tioned, including Texas and Alabama.
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a lesson to exnound.
"Sending their abroad to study

nowadays Is largely a fad," said Tagliapie-
tra, "and frequently dangerous fad when

"Fanciuill, of tlio.Jlorlno nana, B)rjs boyB unaCcomponled theirvii n nuitif tutu uji Hsu
would touch bell, whereupon tils went guardians."
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"Tho artistic atmosphere, it la true. Is

(.till limited In America, though developing,
but If you give me a pupil with tho mak-Ing- s

of good lungs and voice, ono willing
to devoto herself to study, I guarantee to
bring out as fine an nrtlst singer on this
rldo the Atlantlo as con como from 'the
other,"

"Do you bollovo In children and persons
In general cultivating their speaking voloes
irrespective of singing?"

"By all means. First and foremost for
tho development of their lungs and conse-
quent health and In order to correct certain
dUagrecablo tones moro or 1ms accredited
to Americans of tho nasal order."

"If I may bo pardoned, tho speaking
voloo of tho goncral American is lacking in
somo of tho important and pleasing qual-
itiesImportant bycauso tho perfect speak-le- g

volco indicates the lungs aro dovcloped
and pleasing because It Is rounded and mu-
sical In placo of thin in quality, unmusical
and nasal, also monotonous. You would
not caro to hoar a person sing on ono noto,
yei many persons talk on one noto until the
Ucicner- - becomes oppressed by tho monot-
ony.

WW Work Wins.

"Tho working class, in a measure meet
requirements by their work, but tho million-
aires overloaded with tho comforts of llfo
and lapped in luxury, aro apt to omit every-
thing that savors of effort under tho firm
conviction that all things aro within their
purchasing control. But tho sooner they
icallzo that they cannot buy a whiff of
bieath must, In fact, manufacture it tliem-eslvo- s,

must worlf for It the longer will
they be spared the result of a too lato re-
pentance."

Slgnor Tagllapiotro, in his desire to in-
fluence nil who mould the youth of this
nation talks to all on his favorlto subject.
Ho said: "I talked not long ago during a
musical morning at which I sang at the
Hotel Majestlo with Admiral Bradley A.
Tiske in connection with Annapolis. Ad-
miral FIske expressed himself as deeply In-

terested In tho devlopmcnt of tho lungs ns
I explained to him, and through him I hope
to bring the subject before the midshipmen.'
Incidentally Admiral Flsko made a souvenir
remark which I most highly prize to tho
effect that prima donnas and tenors easily
custalned their reputation with tho public,
but I happened to bo the only barytone ho
recalled who has done so.

1 havo only to Impress upon you, for the
tke of humarilty, you cannot t too em-
phatic in urging tho public to train their
1'jngs, and by so doing they will llvo longer
and happier, and, with duo respect to tho
medical profession, shorten the doctor's
bill. Train tho lungs,"

nas proved financially attractive, tho profltr
of tho South African farms being reported
an high aa 40 per cent, on tho invested cap.
Hnl, whllo tho valuo of a nlnglo bird of the
nlghor grado for breeding purposes has run
oh high ns $1,000,

Tho mnlo ostrich is larger than tho fe
male and often measures sovon feet In
height, with a weight of upward of 200
pounds, Tho blrd'n plumogo Is strikingly
loose, fluffy and dcop black In color, only
tho "plumes" (quill foathors) of the wings
and tall being white. Tho male assumes Its
mature plumage at the ago of threo years,

When the bird la six or seven months old
It undergoes Its first plucking. Thereafter at
intervals of six months now crops' of plumes
may bo gathered, and tho ostrich ordinarily
lives to seo tho rlpo old ngo of eighty.

How the Birds Are Plucked,
Tho plucking Is dono by putting the

ostrich Into a V shappod corral Just Iiitkc
enough to admit its body. Ono of tho char-
acteristics of tho ostrich, with which almost
evory person Is acquainted, is that of bury-
ing his hoad In tho sand when frightened,
Tho bird fools that while ho cannot sco no
one In turn can seo him and that therefore
he Ifl freo from danger.

Bocauso of this peculiar trait tho process
of plucking is mado a great deal easier. A

hiod Is placed over tho head) whereupon
the bird becomes extremely docile. The
pluoklng causes tho bird no pain. Tho '
plumes aro not pulled out, but aro cut. The
dead stumps aro removed after a fow days,
Each picking of a blrjl will ylold from
twenty to forty foathers of high grnde.

A pair of ostriches will prodco from ten
to twenty chicks a year. At iho age of six
months tho young ostrich Is generally val-

ued at about $100. At the ago of one year
his valuo has Increased to $160, and when
the bird is two years old the valuo has gone
up to $200. At three yoars tho value ranges
fmm $360 to $600, whllo at four a good
bird for breeding purposes Is often worth
trom $700 to $1,000.

A peculiar fact regarding the ostrich Is

that in its natural state both tho male and
the femalo take turns In. incubating the
oggs. A hollow In' tho earth Is scooped out,
whereupon a tegular system of guarding
tho egg goes Into effect. Tho male will

generally talto tho nest at about 6 o'clock
In the afternoon and rcfnaln on duty until
about 9 o'clock the next morning, when h

will bo relloved by the female. Tho ess '

about six Inches long nnd weighs about
three pounds, a now hatched ostrich belnf
almost ns largo as a hen.

Running an ostrich farm involves no
great difficulties. Cattlo or sheep usually ore

raised In conjunction with tho birds. A wire
fence flvo feet high suffices to koep the birds

in check, as they aro not able to Jump. What
they look in this respect, however, they

make up In speedNand somo of them can

race over the ground at the rato of sixty
miles an hour. In fact, for a limited dis-

tance, tho ostrich can outspeed the fleet-

est of horses. The number of employees on

a farm soldom exceeds thirty.
Africa still retains tho lead in the ostrich

industry. The value of tho feathers ex-

ported from British South Africa alono runs
aa high ns $12,000,000 a year, and from

Africa as a wholo betweon $16,000,000 and

$20,000,000 a year. Formerly a largo share
of the African product was sent from the

bolonlwi to the .mother countries for re-

distribution, but at tho present tlmo most

'of our ostrich feathers Imported ore coming

direct from British South Africa.
The application of modern methods has

done much to increase production. No longer
are the parent birds permitted to waste their
tlmo hatching tho eggs or caring for the

chicks, for tho eggs nfo passed as fast as

produced to big artificial Incubators, and as

a consequence the number of eggs produced
by tf given number of birds has doubled.

The choicest white plumes of tho ostrich
are tho tips of the wings of the male bird,

thoso of the. tall are of slightly lower grade,
whllo the moro modest gray feathers of the
female aro marketed, but at a lower price

Natural Thermometer
was a wonderful .sapphire, so It Is

IT said,, that led the celebrated Dr. Sorby

to the discovery of tho naturo of the
liquid sometimes found enclosed In the cavi-

ties of crystals.
Tho gem In question contained a tube-shape- d

cavity, a quarter of an Inch long
and an eighteenth of an Inch in diameter,
which was so regular in its bore that It

served, by means of the liquid partially
filling it, for a thermometer. Tho contained
liquid half fllled'tho boro at 60 degrees Fahr.
nnd completed filled It at 80 degrtos. A

study of tho rate of expansion of tho liquid
led to the conclusion that it must be car
bonlo acid.


